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MONTHLY WEATHER REVIEW.

May, 1897

HIGHS.

Numbers I and II began in the Lake Superior region,
moved a little south of east, and were last seen on or near the
south Atlantic Coast. VII began to the north of Montana,
and was last noted over Lake Superior. The remaining
highs separated from the permanent high in the Pacific.

There was a singular motion, first northward up the Pacific | P

Coast and then east and southeast toward the Atlantic.
LOWS.

Of the lows, VI and VIII began off the north Pacific
Coast; II, VII, IX, and XI north of Montana in the sub-
permanent low in that region. IV and V began near Lake
Superior, III in Nevada, I in North Carolina, and X off the
middle Atlantic Coast. The general path was to the north
of the United States and across the Lakes.

Movements of centers of areas of high and low pressure.
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LOCAL STORMS.
By A. J. HEXRY, Chief of Division of Records and Meteorological Data.

No severe tornado occurred within the United States dur-
ing April and May, 1897, and there was an absence of minor
tornadoes and violent thunderstorms that stands in marked
contrast to the record of the same monthsin 1896. May, 1897,
was unusually free from violent atmospheric disturbances.

March storms not heretofore reported: March 18, Texas, Tar-
rant County, 8:20 p. m., central time: no funnel, whirl,
counter clock-wise, moved from southwest to northeast, no
fatalities, property loss small.

March 81.—Arkansas: First observed near Orlando, Cleve-
land County, about 7 miles southeast of New Edinburgh,
Ark.; path } to 4 mile wide; moved northeast. Observed
again, near Star City, Lincoln County, and at Grady about
18 miles northeast of the latter. In all 7 persons, colored,
were killed and probably a larger number injured. The path
of the storm varied in width, and the length is not known.
Property loss not large, probably not over $10,000, aside from
the loss to crops and standing timber.

A minor tornado was observed near Tuckerman, Jacksen
County, about 3:00 p. m. of the same date. No casualties
and but small property loss.

April 1—Missouri: Heavy rains and in places severe hail
storms occurred.

3d.—Kansas: Topeka, 1 p. m., central time: a small funnel
cloud formed over the corporate limits of Topeka and moved
slowly northward, a little above the housetops. The damage
was eonfined principally to chimneys and roofs. The funnel
cloud was not more than 40 feet wide and at no time de-
scended to the ground. Pedestrians were warned of its ap-
roach by a buzzing noise and had abundant opportunity to
get out of the way. The funnel cloud was very black and
the whirling was plainly visible, but no wind effects were
noticed, except in the immediate track of the funnel.

7th.—Texas: Severe rain and hail storms visited the
northern part of the State.

8th.—Indiana: Heavy rain and snow interrupted telephonic
and. telegraphic communication. Alabama and Georgia: Se-
vere local storms occurred in Albany, Folkston, and Valdosta,
Ga., and Ozark, Ala.; omne life was lost by falling timbers at
the last-named place. .

19th.—Illinois and Michigan: High winds and gales pre-
vailed over Lake Michigan and the adjacent territory; &
persons were injured in Chicago by the falling of signs, der-
ricks, ete.

22d.—~Kansas: Four miles north of McFarland, Wabaunsee
County, 8:45 p. m., central time: 1killed, 7 injured; property
loss about $2,000; path from 50 to 200 feet wide, and 15
miles long; moved a little east of north. One mile west of
Newton, 10: 00 p. m., central time: no fatalities, 3 injured,
property loss about $2,000: moved a little east of north;
path 150 feet wide and 12 miles long; destruction not con-
tinnous over the entire length.

23d.—Iowa: Anamosa, 8:50 p. m., central time: no cas-
ualties, property loss under $5,000; path 300 feet wide, 5
miles long; moved a little east of north.

24th.—Michigan: Omer, Arenac County, 5: 30 p. m., cen-
tral time: 3 injured; property loss about $4,800; path about
40 feet wide and a half mile long. Mr. C. F. Schneider, Sec-
tion Director of the Michigan Climate and Crop Service,
makes the following report upon the meteorological con-
ditions on the day of the tornado:

The morning at Omer was clear and warm with a fresh southeast
wind; toward noon the sky beian to cloud over rapidly and the wind
to increase in force. During the afternoon the clouds lowered and
began to assume a threatening appearance, and the southeast wind
increased to a gale of about 30 miles per hour. By 5:00 p. m. the sky
was very dark and the wind had become strong enough to loosen si
and boards, and it had begun to shift to the south-southeast. At this
time a violent thunderstorm set in, the thunder and lightning being
continuous. The thunderstorm moved from the southwest to the
northeast, and in advance of the tornado. About 5:15 p. m. a light
sprinkle of rain fell for a few minutes, and this was followed by a
light fall of small, opaque hailstones. During the half hour from 5:00
t0 5:30 p, m., the wind continued to blow a gale from the south-south-
east, and this wind was very warm and somewhat suffocating. At
5:30 p. m. (as near as can be determined) the tornado cloud suddenly
made its appearance from the southwest.

This tornado cloud was typical in form, being deseribed by such
citizens as saw it, as “balloon shaped,’’ or, as text books speak of such
phenomena, “funnel shaped.” It was about 40 feet hiﬁh, its top hav-
ing a steady forward movement, but the lower part of it, which cor-
responds to the basket or car of a balloon, had an unsteady motion,
movingbfrom gide to side, and in advance, and sometimes in the rear
of the body of the cloud. The whole cloud had a wavy horizontal
movement, sometimes being nearly in contact with the earth, and then
lifting up for some distance. It was accompanied by a peculiar roar.

May 8th.—Kansas: One mile west of Ulysses, 3 p. m., cen-
tral time: no casualties; one building destroyed; path 100
yards wide, ¥ mile long.

May 9th.—Arkansas: Corning, 5 p. m,, central time: no
casualties; property loss about $200; width of path 200 to
800 yards, length, 2 miles; moved northeast.

TEMPERATURE OF THEH AIR.
[In degrees Fahrenheit.]
Both the mean temperatures and the departures from the

normal are given in Table I for the regular stations of the



